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XXXVII. {Faulkner.}

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

London, June 10, 1708.

MY LORD,

I SENT your Grace a long letter several weeks ago,
enclosed in one to the Dean.1 I know not whether it came
to your hands, having: not since been honoured with your
commands. I believe I told your Grace, that I was directly
advised by my Lord Sunderland, my Lord Somers, Mr.
Southwell, and others, to apply to my Lord Treasurer, in
behalf of the clergy of Ireland; and Lord Sunderland
undertook to bring me to Lord Treasurer, which was put
off for some time on account of the invasion. For, it is
the method here of great ministers, when any public
matter is in hand, to make it an excuse for putting off all
private application.

I deferred it some time longer, because I had a mind my
Lord Sunderland should go along with me; but either the
one or the other was always busy, or out of the way;
however, his Lordship had prepared Lord Treasurer, and
engaged him, as he assured me, to think well of the matter;
and the other day Lord Treasurer appointed me to attend
him. He took me into a private room, and [I] told him rny
story; that I was commanded by your Grace, and desired
by some other Bishops, to use what little credit I had, to
solicit, under the direction of my Lord Lieutenant, the
remitting of the first fruits; which, from the favourable
representation of his Lordship to the Queen about four
years ago, the clergy were encouraged to hope would be
granted; that I had been told it might be of use, if some
person could be admitted to his presence, at his usual
times of being attended, in order to put him in mind; for
the rest, they relied entirely on his Excellency's good
office, and his Lordship's dispositions to favour the Church.
He said, in answer, he was passive in this business: that
he supposed iny Lord Lieutenant would engage in it, to

1 His ktter of April 15 (supra^ p. 85).an of good attain-
